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THE FAST
Gandhiji began his fast for allaying the communal frenzy
and restoration of sanity in Calcutta at 8-15 p.m. on the 1st of
September 1947, and broke it at 9-15 p.m. on the 4th instant with
a glass of sweet lime juice which Mr. Suhrawardy served to him.
It is necessary to go back into the history of the fast, in order
to prepare the background of the story as to haw and under
what conditions it was finally broken.
From the 14th of August till the 31st peace reigned. That
evening there was a demonstration against Gandhiji's peace
mission. On the following morning communal frenzy, in a very
intense form, once more swept over several parts of the city.
There were already indications in the morning that Gandhiji
might fast; but the final decision was taken at eleven in the
evening when, according to him, friends had failed to show any
satisfactory reason why he should not take the contemplated
step. The last sweet drink was taken at 7 p.m. He made the
provisional decision at 8-15 p.m.
Any way, the fast was taken and perhaps partly on account
of it and partly also because the common citizen, who had tasted
peace after one year's life in the trenches, did not want the re-
crudescence, the riots rapidly cooled down, so that on the 4th
the Government as well as the public could come and report to
Gandhiji that not one incident had taken place during the last
twentyfour hours. Parties after parties came to Gandhiji either
with reports or with promises, and in spite of Ms weak state, he
insisted on speaking in his feeble voice to every batch of inter-
viewers. Dr. Sunil Bose, the celebrated physician and brother
of Netaji, came to Gandhiii with a request that he must take
plenty of rest and not talk at all. But Gandhiji told Mm'he1;
could not exclude relevant talk. Such necessary loss^of energy
was inevitable. He was certainly desirous of living, but not at:
the cost of work that duty demanded. "I can't into-mpt the
work," he said to Dr. Bose, " which has made me fast tod